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Attorney' a ftockoC. Ne.Jl^M _ 

Applicant cr P*r.criLee: JUrk O^.bin^on 

Serial or patent No- * Til 

tiled: Decemb e r ?, 2 00.3 



For: Hanwav and Maj^olo^tiCJ^ 

Tan^Access Ways _ — 

V.HXFXBD STATEMENT (DECXJVRAtlOH) CLAIMING M^^^"Y fTKTVS 

t h*raby rtaclsue that T Am 

t ) the owner ol the ajuaH business concern indicated 
beluw; 

r x ) an official of the small business ^ncerri empowered to 
* act on behall cf cMo concern identified below: 

NAMfc 07 CONCER N The St* bbl na Engj^Bgrjnji^ru^ . 
Company 



ADDRESS caMCKKM 3£3^si^rjlJ*£ul^^ NewJL?^ 

pssEancn 

I hereby CU^arc that Che >bove identified small busincus concern 
nualU1?« an d small business concern as defm«d ±i» 13 
^ and reproduced in 21 CFR 1.9<d), for purposes oi P*Yj«9 
reduced lets under Section 41(a) and (b) of Title 35, UnH.Hd 
STaLeS CoSto! that the number of employee* of the _«o"«orn, 

temporary batfAS during wen or 1 Ti A<f w,.- 

power to control both. 

above with tegard to th« invention, entitled. 

MANWAY AND MANHOT.L PARTICULARLY WT™2> 
FOK "SwSlVPI PRESSURE TANK ACCESS WAYS 

by invent or <M Mark D. ROB IN BON 
described in 

I ) par.fltu. no. ._♦ SBl 
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invention are hold by any person oth^r thj iu .9 ni - J / Q 
could not qu-lify as** ^r^iness oonc^n^nd^l?^ f 9,cM 
or by any concern which would not qualif? as a Small btiS™e« ' 1 
concern unocr 37CFR j. 9w or a nonprofit LgaSiz^Jon unSr 31 
frl S ^ rJ,te verified statements are required 

from each named person, concern or organisation havino riohrs to 
the invention Averring to their statul entitled ! (5? c?R 



1.27) 
Name 



Address ^ 

( ) ino^via^un^M^sman'busirTess concern ( > nonprofit 

organ! rat ion 



Name 



Address 

< J individual ( ) sma n~bu^l77e^^oTi«"irn { ) nonprofit 

organization 

T acknowledge the duty to file, in thin application or patent, 
notification of any change in status reaulclng in loss of 
entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the Lime 
Of paying, the oarliesL of the issue f«« or any maintenance fee 
due after the date on which Statu* as a small entity 1.s no longer 
appropriate. (31 Ckr 1.20(b)] 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief arc believed to be true; end further that the** statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made aro punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both f 
under Section 10CU of Title 19 of the United States Code, and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardise the validity of the 
application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which 
this verified statement is directed. 

NAME Of PERSON SIGNIKG ^V^ /9 1 £g E. C f\ L-l ( 6- A* C ^ 

TITLE OF I'URSON OTHER THAN OWNE rX* P#£S (0£MT 



ADDRESS Of PERSON SIGNING ^ / U lMtWT*»K ^fc^ 



SIGNATURE) 
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Serial No. 10/724,777 

Amendment dated December 3, 2004 

Tn Reply of Office Action date June .3, 200 4 

by U.S. Patent No. 6,109,023 to Halferty et al . , independent 
claim 19 has boon amended to still further define thereover. 

Amended claim 19 now sets forth that the claimed manway is 
configured lor being provided en a negative pressure storage 
tank. In Fig. 2 of Halferty et al., as can be seen from the 
Halferty et al. description ol the Invention beginning at column 
2, line 6"! of Halferty et al., the Halferty et a3. existing 
manhole 27 has been "retrofitted to accept an inwardly opening 
cover assembly reference 30." Such an inwardly opening cover .is 
particularly suited lor use on a positive pressure storage tank, 
unlike Applicant's outwardly opening manhole cover configured and 
claimed /or being used on an outwardly opening tank. 

flallerty et al. explained in column l f beginning at line 19 
that "by replacing the outwardly opening cover with one that 
opens inwardly, any material forces that are exerted against the 
cover will help to hold the cover closed and will prevent 
material stored in the tank from collecting in the manway." 

It would have been readily apparent to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art that Halferty et al . was describing a 
positive pressure storage tank. 

Tn sum, Hailerty et al- would have taught direct ly a way from 

-7- 
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Serial No. 10/724,777 

Amendment dated December 3, 2004 

In Reply ol Cilice Action dale June 3, 2004 

Applicant's claimed invention, as Halferty eL al. advocated the 
use of an inwardly opening manhole cover ior use on a positive 
pressure storage tank, as opposed to Applicant's claimed 
outwardly opening manhole cover configured for being provided on 
a negative pressure storage tank. 

For brevity of discussion, the patentability of the 
dependent claims which set forth additional novel and unobvious 
specifics of Applicant's invention, will be allowed to rest on 
their dependence 1'rom independent claim 19 at this time. 

To provide Applicant with the varied scope of protection to 
which he is entitled, Applicant has set lorth new dependent 
claims 4 2 and 43. 

In sum, the application is submitted to be in condition for 
allowance with claims 19-22, 27-30, 42, and 43, of which claim 19 
is in independent form. 

Applicant has concurrently filed the attached Small Entity 
Declaration-Small Business Concern showing that assignee is 
entitled to small enLJty status. 

Please charge our Deposit Account No. 19-2105 in the amount 
of $490.00 (small entity) for a three (3) month extension of time. 

According, it is believed that no additional iee is due for 
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Serial No. 10/724,777 

Amendment dated December 3, 2 004 

In Reply of Office Action date June 3, 2004 



this submission. 



Should any outstanding formal matters or other issues 
remain, please call Terrcnce Brown to resolve such. 




Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 32,685 



SlJLESINCER, ARKWRIGKT & GARVEY LLP 
1420 Kinq Street, Suite 60 0 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
(703) 684-5600 
sb 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1 . 8 



X hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 01 f ice 

On Decemb er 3, 2004 

Date s*~^> 




gnature 



3 /or prVnted name of 'person signing Cortifioat 



Typed /or printed name of 'person signing Certificate 
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